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Senior Judge Allen Oleisky  
(Retired 2008)  
Hennepin County  
 
Appointed/Elected: 
Appointed to Municipal Court in 1972 

Appointed to District Court in 1974 

Elected in 1976, 1982, 1988, 1994, 2000 and 2006 

Retired on Mar. 31, 2008 

Appointed and assigned to serve statewide as Senior Judge from July 1, 2008, to 

June 30, 2009. 

 

Education: 
J.D., University of Minnesota Law School, 1962 

B.A., University of Minnesota 
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Dr. Norm Sterrie Passes Away 
(See tribute below from friend, John Miller.) 
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5—Wally the Beerman 

12—Tammy Lee Stanoch  
NWA Airlines  

VP Corporate relatiosn 
19—Judge Oleisky  
26—Jane Leonard  

MN Sesquicentennial 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2—Melvin Tennant,CEO 

Meet Minneapolis 
9—Jay Barnes, President  

Bethel University  
16—TBA  

23—Lois Langer  
Thompson  

Hennepin County Library  
Interim Director 

30—TBA 
 

JANUARY 
Sergeant at Arms  

Dick Milnar 
Wade Manthie 

Jeremiah Tanner 
 

INTRODUCTIONS 
5—Tammy Sullivan 
12—Walt Hanson 

19—Harley Bergren 
26—Jim Brimeyer 

 
E-ROTATLER  

“Staff”  
Rod Shilkrot  

Darlyne Erickson 



2008/2009 BOARD 
 

Paul Bierhaus 
President  

612-239-8765 
 

David Landt 
President-Elect 

952/935-8636 
 

Vice President  
Jay Rasmussen 
952-345-7127 

 
Amy Hennen, Treasurer 

952-465-0308 
 

Tammy Sullivan 
Secretary  

952/924-0677 
 

Nick Lampi  
Immediate Past President  

952/935-0782 
 

Mary Phelps 
Membership 

952/929-1679 
 

Judy Gold etsky 
Community Service  

763/545-6017 
 

Alan Ackerman  
Vocational Service  

763/546-2222 
 

Deb Bowers 
International Service 

952/928-6003 
 
 

AVENUES OF  
SERVICE 

 
YOUTH 

COMMUNITY 
INTERNATIONAL 

VOCATIONAL 
CLUB 
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MEETING – MONDAY, JAN. 26, 2009 

�
SPEAKER ON MINNESOTA  
SESQUICENTENNIAL 
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NOTES FROM JAN. 5 TH MEETING, COMPILED BY LYNETTE FAGER-
BERG: 
 
Paul opened meeting with a thank you for making the first six months of his 
second term so smooth – especially all the help with the silent auction fund-
raiser. 
  
TRIBUTE TO NORM 
John Miller gave a memorial tribute to Dr. Norm Sterrie, who passed away 

January 12, 2009.   Funeral to be held Thursday, 
Jan. 8, at Westminster Church on Marquette Ave. 
and 12th downtown.   John and Norm were friends 
for 73 years, had met as freshmen Carleton College 
and kept in contact ever since.   They were in the 
war together and Norm introduced John to Ro-
tary.  Norm was a great Navy Pilot, having been 
decorated with the Navy Cross three times.   The 
first time, as attested by Reader’s Digest in the arti-
cle “Mission Beyond Darkness”, was when Norm 
and the other “Avengers” flew three hours to bomb 
a Japanese destroyer and then, after deploying his 
bomb, went back to draw fire for a fellow fighter and 
they both escaped.   Norm, who never wanted noto-
riety, will be greatly missed by John and all. 

 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE REMINDER 
Steve Solbrack reminded everyone that the 5950 District Conference is to 
be held April 24 and 25 starting with the Awards Breakfast at the Mpls Club, 
then Noon awards on the 50th floor of the IDS Center featuring their Signa-
ture Speaker, as well as dinner in the IDS.  Registrations on the ta-
bles.  Free Parking for some of the events and $5 reduced parking for oth-
ers. 
  
WE MADE MORE THAN WE THOUGHT  
Nick Lampi received a $1,000 check from the Minneapolis Golf Club.  Ap-
parently, they forgot to deduct our down payment from the bill at their loca-
tion for the Gala, so we actually made $1,000 more than we thought!! 
  
HAVE A GOOD TRIP! 
Elmer Schindel had to postpone his trip south due to wife’s leg problems, 
but they have that under control and will leave Thursday. 

St. Louis Park Rotary  
P.O. Box 26728,  

St. Louis Park, MN  55426 
Phone: 763/545-9109   Fax: 763/545-9499 

Email: admin@rotaryslp.org 



�������#$��������%��	
����
�������� �

  
NICE TO SEE 
Jim Miller is happy to return after a three-month recov-
ery from surgery on the lower back.  Could easily play 
racquetball except for a new problem with his 
hip.  Thanks for the cards and gifts. 
  
AVI BACK FROM THE SOUTH 
Our foreign exchange student, Avani, said she had a 
great vacation in Florida and thanked Rotary for the 
very nice Christmas gift.   
  
SOLBRACKS BACK FROM THE PHILIPPINES 
Steve Solbrack, wife Liz Andress and son Christian, 
enjoyed Christmas in the Philippines.  On Christmas 
day, in 98-degree weather, he swam in the ocean and 
then he and his wife went to a church service, and was 
listening to the children’s choir singing hymns when he 
felt a rolling earthquake that he later found out was 
measured at 6.1 on the Richter Scale.   The kids never 
missed a beat, but just kept on singing. 
  
TRIBUTE TO HER MENTOR 
Lynette Fagerberg gave a small tribute to her mentor 
and former employer, Otto Bang, who died suddenly 
from a blood clot  to the brain.  He was 77 and was a 
State Senator for 10 years and a State Representative 
for 10 years and will be greatly missed. 
  
LETTERS AND CONDOLENCES 
Paul Bierhaus read a good-bye letter from Marv 
Koursh, a good job letter from Bill Briggs, and men-
tioned Jerry Mitchell’s sister died over the holidays. 
  
THIS DAY IN HISTORY -- JAN. 5 TH: 
 

 
 
  
 

1589 Catherine de Medici of France died at age 69. 

1781 A British naval expedition led by Benedict Arnold burned Richmond, 
Va. 

1933 Calvin Coolidge, the 30th president of the United States, died in 
Northampton, Mass., at age 60. 

1943 Educator and scientist George Washington Carver died in Tuskegee, 
Ala., at age 81. 

1972 President Richard Nixon ordered development of the space shuttle. 

1973 Bruce Springsteen's debut album, "Greetings From Asbury Park, 
N.J.," was released. 

1994 Former House Speaker Thomas P. "Tip" O'Neill died in Boston at 
age 81. 

1998 Sonny Bono, the pop singer-turned-politician, was killed when he 
struck a tree while skiing in South Lake Tahoe, Calif., at age 62. 

2004 After 14 years of denials, Pete Rose publicly admitted that he'd bet 
on baseball while manager of the Cincinnati Reds. 

 
GSE TEAM FROM INDIA will be in our district in 
March, and our club has agreed to be one of the 
host clubs – for a 3-4-day period.  President Paul is 
searching for a volunteer to coordinate the visit, 
including finding host homes, business visits, enter-
tainment schedule, receptions, etc.  Avi, our Youth 
Exchange student, also from India, will be greatly 
involved in the hosting as well. 
 
CONTACT AAA RE: REVISED ROTARY TOUR.   
Interested in traveling for 8-10 days with a friendly 
Rotary group to England (Ireland is out – too ex-
pensive) next June (including the Rotary Interna-
tional Convention in Birmingham, and London?  
AAA Minneapolis is sponsoring a two-district tour.  
Contact Betty Fiandaca at 952-927-2557 or e-mail 
Betty at bfiandaca@aaaminneapolis.com; or Ro-
taryRod@aaaminneapolis.com.  
 
LAUGH BREAK:  Guy found bottle on beach, 
rubbed it, Genie appeared giving one wish.  Guy 
asked for a highway from San Diego to Ha-
waii.   Genie said he couldn’t do it – ocean too 
deep, not enough cement in the whole world, bad 
winds/high waves would wash away all the cars 
etc.  Give another wish.  Guy wishes to know the 
secret of womankind, how they think, what they 
like, how they see things.  Genie asked, “How 
many lanes do you want on that Highway?” 
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MEETING – JAN. 5, 2009 
 

WALLY THE BEER MAN 
Jay introduced our speaker, “Wally the Beer  Man” 
McNeil.   Wally actually worked for a pharmaceuti-
cal firm for 38 years.   In 1970, they were at a Vi-
kings game and his firm said the vendor was short 
beer sellers and would anyone volunteer to sell 
beer.   He sold more than the two guys with experi-
ence and decided this would be a good part time 
job and has been doing it every week.   His love of 
people makes him so successful.  He jokes with 
everyone and sells beer.  Worked with Igor the 
Peanut Man in 1985 when peanuts were 95 cents a 
bag.    
  
Beer went from 65 cents in 1970 to $7 per bottle 
this year.   In 1986, Wally started putting his picture 
on baseball card type cards – a different picture 
every year so they are as popular as baseball 
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cards.   Also sold bobble head doll lookalikes – 4,000 @ $15 at one time to 
Canterbury for an event.   Also, wind up Walking Wally toy available in 2004. 
  
Kent Hrbeck is his most favorite athlete.  Wally worked a party for him and his 
job was to hand out a few beers, then drink a few beers, then hand out a few 
beers, then drink a few beers…. 
  
Most exciting game was the 1987 World Series, Game 6 when Kirby Puckett 
hit the winning homerun to send the series to Game 7.   
  
Most he sold was 44 cases of beer any one night.   Usually 40 cases now.   
  
He also had a racing horse named after him by the name of Wally the Beer 
Man.    But his 2nd horse, Wally’s Choice, has won the most with $469,000.  He 
expects this horse to beet the reigning champion in wins for MN. 
  

 
Jan. 12th: Tammy Lee Stanoch 
Vice President-Corporate Affairs   
Northwest Airlines, Inc.   
 
Our speaker on Jan. 12 was Tammy Lee Stanoch, currently serving as 
the Vice President of Corporate Affairs for Northwest Airlines, Inc, 
where she oversees all internal and external communications strategies 
for the Company.   Before joining NWA, Stanoch ran for U.S. Congress 
in Minnesota's 5th Congressional district. Before that, she held several 
other senior management positions in the airline, travel and tourism in-
dustries.   
 
Tammy described all the many facets of an acquisition of this size.  She 
did reiterate that this wasn’t technically a merger, but that Delta had ac-
quired Northwest with stock.  She made many points, however, merging 
of two separate employee cultures was probably going to the biggest 
hurdle.  For the first year, each airlines crews will fly together which 
should make for an easier transition.  After that it’s probably anybody 
guess.  There was a 27 year veteran NW Flight Attendant in the audi-
ence (my..Darlyne’s...brother), and he praised Delta for all their efforts, 
given the difficulty of the situation.   
 

E-ROTATLER NEWS & NOTES  
 
MORE HAITI OUTREACH TRIPS LEAVING FROM 
DISTRICT 
 
SECOND POSTING: 
If you are interested in a (another) volunteer trip to Haiti, the tentative 
upcoming dates are: 
    January 22-30, 2009 
    February 26 - March 6, 2009 
    March 27 - April 2, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honoring the 
Nine District Governors 

Originating from the 
ROTARY CLUB OF  
ST. LOUIS PARK  

 
CARROLL L. HURD 

District 174 
1952-1953 

 
FRED V. ROGERS 

District 595 
1961-1962 

 
C. WILLIAM BRIGGS  

District 595 
1972-1973 

 
JOHN N. MITCHELL  

District 595 
 

TOM O'MEARA  
District 595 
1981-1982 

 
WILLIAM B. GLEESON  

District 595 
1984-1985 

 
KENNETH L. SKOLD 

District 5950 
1989-1990 

 
PAUL O. BIERHAUS  

District 5950 
2002-2003 

 
ROD S. SHILKROT 

District 5950 
2006-2007 

 
OUR LEGACY OF  

LEADERSHIP 
 

THE LEADING DISTRICT 5950 
CLUBIN PRODUCING  

DISTRICT GOVERNORS! 
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Projects may be to build two houses and/or school 
painting, building blackboards and desks.  
A definite trip is scheduled for Jan. 22 - 30, 2009. 
We have 10 people so far and can accommodate 
a few more; 15 maximum. It is on a first come, first 
serve basis. That means we need your application 
and $500 down payment to hold your place and 
only then would we be able to get your tickets. 
The trip will be to help build a Haitian house for a 
needy family, as described on the web site. The 
cost depends on airplane costs once we have 
your down payment. Right now it is an all inclusive 
cost of around $1650. 
Thanks for your interest in helping those in need 
in Haiti.  The contact persons for organizing the 
trips are: Dale Snyder - Daleesnyder@aol.com; 
Ron Axel – ronald9494@aol.com. 

 
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
FEB. 7, 2009 – DTTS: AGs/District Leadership 
Team Meeting at AAA Minneapolis; St. Louis 
Park. 
 
FEB. 27 & 28, 2009 – PETS: President’s Elect 
Training Seminar, Oak Ridge Conference Center; 
Chaska, (Includes AGs/District Leadership, Presi-
dents Elect, and Presidents Elect-Nominee) 
 
APRIL 24-25, 2009 – DISTRICT 5950 CONFER-
ENCE:  Downtown Minneapolis, Westin Hotel (old 
F&M Bank, rooms at $139), Minneapolis Club, 
and lunch at the IDS Center “Windows on the 
World,” 50th Floor (Saturday is “Youth Exchange 
Day”).  Our own Steve Solbrack is the Conference 
Chair. 
 
MAY 16, 2009 – DISTRICT ASSEMBLY: Nor-
mandale Community College; Bloomington 
(Includes AGs/District Leadership, Club Presi-
dents, Club Leaders, and all District 5950 Rotari-
ans)  
 
SEPT. 25, 2009 – FALL TRAINING DAY  2009: 
Golden Valley Country Club; Golden Valley 
(Includes AGs/District Leadership, Club Presi-
dents, Club Leaders, and all District 5950 Rotari-
ans)  

 
JAN. 23, 2010 – MID-TERM ASSEMBLY:  St. Cloud 
(Includes AGs/District Leadership, Club Presidents, 
Club Leaders, and all District 5950 Rotarians)  
 
MAY 13-15, 2010 – DISTRICT CONFERENCE: 
Westin Hotel; Edina (Includes AGs/District Leader-
ship, Club Presidents, Club Leaders, and all District 
5950 Rotarians)  
 
NEVER TOO EARLY TO PLAN FOR RIC/2009 :  
The 2009 RI Convention is set for Birmingham, Eng-
land.  DGN Sandy Schley of Edina and PDG Rod 
Shilkrot of our club are working with AAA to set up a 
British Isles Tour to the 2009 Convention in Bir-
mingham.  Contact Betty Fiandaca at AAA Minnea-
polis at 952-927-2557 for more information on this 
tour. 
URBANZONE HERE, OCT. 6-11 --- 2009  Zones 
28-29 Training and Institute will be held in Minneapolis 
NEXT October (6-11) at the Marriott Minneapolis City 
Center.  It will be called URBANZONE and should be a 
great opportunity for many local Rotarians to get a 
glimpse of what goes on in Rotary at the zone and inter-
national level.   Interested in volunteering…contact Rod 
Shilkrot or Ron Axel at ronald9494@aol.com.  
CLUB OFF-SITE MEETING IDEAS?  Allan Acker-
man, Vocational Service Director, encourages more site 
visits as regular meetings, away from the Double Tree.  
Contact Ackerman at aackerman@lupient.com if you are 
interested in hosting the club off-site.   
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Contact Chair, Ron Axel, PDG, at 

Ronald9494@aol.com 
 

If you are interested in volunteering to 
help host over 400 Rotarians 

from around the northern U.S. and 
Canada. 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE REMINDERS  
FROM DGE SANDY SCHLEY 
 
February 7, 2009  – AGs/District Leadership Team 
Meeting at AAA  
 
February 27 & 28, 2009  – PETS at Oak Ridge 
Conference Center (Include AGs/District Leader-
ship, Presidents Elect, and Presidents Elect-Elect) 
– Plan for 120. 
 
May 16, 2009 – District Assembly (Include AGs/
District Leadership, Club Presidents, and Club 
Leaders) – Plan for 250 – 300 people.  
 
September 25, 2009  – Membership, Public Rela-
tions & Marketing, Service Projects, and The Ro-
tary Foundation Training at GV Country Club  
 
Oct 6-10, 2009 – Zone Institute – Minneapolis 
Marriot Downtown 

  
January 23, 2010  – Mid-Term Assembly – St. 
Cloud 
 
May 13-15, 2010 – District Conference at Edina 
Westin Galleria 
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2009 DISTRICT 5950 CON-
FERENCE 

District Governor Chris Holm 
Conference Chair: Steve Solbrack, St. Louis Park Ro-

tary 

April 24-25, 2009 
Downtown Minneapolis 

 
Join us in downtown Minneapolis on April 24th and 25th 
for the 2009 Rotary 5950 District Conference.  RI Presi-
dent DK Lee challenged us to “Make Dreams Real” and 
next April, we will celebrate the accomplishments and 
“Dreams Made Real”  by the 3,000+ Rotarians of Dis-
trict 5950.  Our celebration will take place at the historic 
100-year old Minneapolis Club and at Windows on Min-
nesota on the 50th floor of the IDS Center with its awe-
inspiring panoramic view.  Join us for the fellowship, 
celebration of youth, leadership development, fun, edu-
cation, breakout sessions and fabulous speakers.  We 
have booked a block of rooms at the Westin Hotel 
(former historic F&M Bank Building) for $139 per night 
and we have reduced parking rates within two blocks of 
our venues.  We have a great committee this year and 
we will be getting registration materials and more infor-
mation to you soon.  We are looking forward to another 
great District Conference, so be sure to get it on your 
calendar now. 
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SLP ROTARY’S HISTORICAL 
TIMELINE 
 
Editor’s Note :  As a special feature in this E-
Rotatler  for the next several weeks, we will 
publish components of the historical timeline 
of the Rotary Club of St. Louis Park.  Let us 
know if you take issue with any of these 
dates; or if you have noteworthy additions.  It 
is our goal to compile the most accurate and 
detailed history of our great club. 
 
THE 1950s 
1952-1953 – Carroll L. Hurd. Rotary Club of St. Louis 

Park, served as Governor of District 
117. 

1954 – District 117 changed to District 174. 
1954 – Rotary Club of Buffalo chartered, sponsored by 

Rotary Club of St. Louis Park. 
1957 – Rotary Club of Edina chartered, co-sponsored 

by Rotary Club of St. Louis Park and 
the Rotary Club of Minneapolis No. 9. 

1957 – District 174 changed to District 595.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST…  
THIS IS REAL BREAKING NEWS 

 
Your esteemed editor (Darlyne) of this very fine publication, 
had a fight with an ice chunk on Friday morning...the ice 
chunk won...and she is (I am) laid up with a broken ankle.  
See above, ice pack and all.  You will note this is the 
RIGHT foot, so my driving days will be few and far in be-
tween for the next week or two.  
 
Rod Shilkrot has agreed to coach me on the navigation 
techniques of an invalid.   
 
Flowers, chocolate or good scotch much appreciated!  ;0)  
Not sure if I’ll see you on Monday, I have an appointment 
with the Doc for a real cast on Monday AM.    
 
As a P.S. to this footnote (ha!) I also killed a snow bank on 
Monday morning and tore up my bumper which is now in 
the shop. Twirling around on 394 is truly a heart stopping 
experience!  Winter has not been kind to me so far, I think 
I’m on my way south! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


