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  THIS MONDAY! 
PRODUCT SHOW DAY  
MONDAY, MAY 11TH 
12 noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Meeting is at Marriott – not the Doubletree  
 
Our joint five-club, Area 5 Product Trade Show Day and Luncheon is set for 
May 11th, 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.  It will be held this year at the Marriott Minneapolis 
West Hotel on Hwy. 394.  The hotel is located near the Shelard area and can be 
reached by taking the CR 73/Hopkins Crossroads exit off 394, using the north 
frontage road and heading back east a half mile.  We have nearly 40 tables and 
spaces reserved by club members from our club, along with representatives from 
Minnetonka, SLP Sunrise, Hopkins and Golden Valley Rotary clubs.  Organizer 
Allan Ackerman is hoping that all of you are reminding your fellow members each 
week about the show, and encouraging them to attend.  Remember, in addition to 
great table demos and products, and a great buffet lunch, there will also be great 
prizes to be awarded during the show – contributed by many of our vendors. 

E-mail:  aackerman@lupient.com 
Fax:  Allan Ackerman, (763) 546-5773 

BREAKING NEWS: 
PARK ROTARY NEEDS TO BE REPRESENTED 
AT DISTRICT ASSEMBLY ON SATURDAY 
The District Assembly will be held on May 16 at Normandale Community 
College in Bloomington from 8:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.  This is an important meeting 
for members of the current and 2009-2010 St. Louis Park Rotary Boards.  The fee 
is automatically billed to each club so there will be no additional charges, regard-
less of the number of people attending from each club.  You will still need to regis-
ter with Diane Confer (diane.confer@comcast.net), however, so our District’s 
Training Team can make arrangements for the continental breakfast, breakout 
sessions, and lunch.  The District Assembly is the third training session that has 
been offered to help our district and club leaders prepare for the 2009-2010 Ro-
tary Year.  The first was District Leadership Training (a planning session for those 
who have assumed leadership roles at the district level); the second was PETS (a 
President Elect Training Seminar for our club leaders); and this third event – the 
District Assembly -- helps to prepare ALL club leaders (including District leaders 
and incoming Club Presidents) prepare for their roles in executing the Club Lead-
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ership Plan – Administration, Membership, PR/
Communications, Service Projects (Domestic and International), 
and The Rotary Foundation (Fund Development and Pro-
grams).  Plan to attend this important event . . . it’s the pre-game 
show for what we know will be a great 2009-2010 year.   Make it a 
team-building event for your club!  Have you registered yet?  If not, 
please click here for the Registration Form, or just reply to this email, 
indicating whether or not you will stay for lunch.  For additional infor-
mation, please: 
Click here for the Official Call. 
Click here for the Preliminary Agenda. 

 
NO MEETING ON MEMORIAL DAY – MAY 
25TH; 
HERE IS A GREAT ALTERNATIVE FROM 
LAKEWOOD 
 
Dear St. Louis Park Rotary Members: Lakewood Cemetery in Min-
neapolis is reaching out to you for two reasons:  
 
1. Please join us for our Memorial Day event  
Lakewood is inviting all of its neighbors and local community organi-
zations to attend its Memorial Day event on Monday, May 25. It’s a 
free event that features a traditional Memorial Day service with gos-
pel music by Robert Robinson and a dove release, followed by edu-
cational activities and historical tours in the afternoon. Visit our web-
site for more information: http://www.lakewoodcemetery.com/
Memorial_Day.html. Attached is a flyer for your bulletin board.  
 
2. Free “History of Lakewood and Minneapolis” presentation for 
your group  
As a service to the community, Lakewood produced an educational 
presentation that offers a guided tour through more than 100 years 
of Minneapolis history and life. Founded in 1871, Lakewood is al-
most as old as Minneapolis, which was incorporated just four years 
earlier. Today, Lakewood is rich with local history and museum-
quality art and sculpture (including the stunning mosaic interior of the 
Memorial Chapel). 
Lakewood is offering to give this presentation to interested commu-
nity and social groups at no charge. We’re happy to host your group 
in Lakewood’s Memorial Chapel (on the National Register of Historic 
Places), or we can bring the presentation to your group’s meeting 
site. 
 
If you are interested in learning more or scheduling a showing for 
your group, please call us at (612) 822-2171. We look forward to 
sharing Lakewood’s many treasures with you. 
And don’t forget to come to Lakewood on Memorial Day for a lovely 
day filled with music, history and spring flowers!  

St. Louis Park Rotary  
P.O. Box 26728,  

St. Louis Park, MN  55426 
Phone: 763/545-9109   Fax: 763/545-9499 

Email: admin@rotaryslp.org 
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Sincerely, Julia Nelson; Community Outreach; 
 Lakewood Cemetery Association; 612-327-4102  

 
 
COMING ATTRACTIONS: 
WEST END DEVELOPMENT 
TOUR – JUNE 22ND 
 

FAST FORWARD: NEXT 
WEEK’S MEETING – MONDAY, MAY 
18, 2009 
 

OPERATION JUMP-START 
STUDENT RECOGNITION 
Always one of the best and most spirited meetings 
of the year, next week we will be hosting the cur-
rent class of students and educators at the St. 
Louis Park Senior High Options program, also 
known as RAP, and awarding annual scholar-
ships. 
 

FROM THE PODIUM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GSE VISITORS FROM INDIA ENTER-
TAIN AND INFORM 
“Namaskara!”  This is a traditional Indian greeting, 
which was used often Monday when the GSE 
(Group Study Exchange) team from RID-3190 in 
Bengaluru (formerly known as Bangalore), India.  
It is known as the Silicon Valley and Garden City 
of India.  We learned that there are 84 clubs and 
nearly 3,500 Rotarians in this flourishing district.  
We also learned that India is now a nation of 1.2 
billion people and 45 different folk dances.  We 
met the following members of this team, with the 

exception of Manasa, who was out ill. 
               1. Gopala (GK) Murthy - Offset print-
ing production plant owner. 
                2. Manasa Ananth – Hewlett Pack-
ard employee in IT area.  
                3. Manjunath Sadashivaiah – Ban-
galor International airport HR Manager. 
                4. Priti Dugar – Attorney.  
                5. Harsha Shivram - Radio DJ.  
 
GK is the team 
leader.  They told 
us about spiritual-
ity, Yoga, medita-
tion, Indian cinema 
(Bollywood), bio 
sand water filters 
(a joint project be-
tween our two dis-
tricts – resulting in 500 for three villages), the 
status of Polio in India (95% Polio free; 100% 
by 2012).  Thanks Jay Rasmussen and others 
for hosting and entertaining this wonderful 
group. 
 
VOCATIONAL TALKERS STILL IN DE-
MAND: Allan “Vocational Service Director” 
Ackerman is seeking volunteers to go to the 
podium and tell their life stories in 3-5 minutes 
– better known as Vocational Talks.  This is 
not just for newer members.  We’d like to hear 
more from our tenured members as well.   
 
PARKTACULAR BALLOON BOOTH AGAIN: 
SLP Rotary has agreed to again sponsor a 
Parktacular balloon give-away booth at Wolfe 
Park, Saturday, June 19th.  Volunteer your par-
ticipation in the booth to President Paul. 
 
THIS DAY IN HISTORY – MAY 4TH  
1626 – Dutch explorer Peter Minuit landed in what 
is now Manhattan. 
1776 – Rhode Island declared its freedom from 
England, two months before the Declaration of In-
dependence was adopted. 
1927 – Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences 
founded. 
1980 – Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito died at 
87. 
1989 – Fired White House aide Oliver North con-
victed of shredding documents from Iran-Contra 
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affair. 
1994 – Israeli Prime Minister Rabin and PLO Leader Arafat signed an accord 
on Palestinian autonomy. 
2006 – Federal judge sentenced Zacarias Moussaoui to life in prison for his 
role in 9-11 attacks. 
 
 “LAUGH” BREAK: Postponed for the third consecutive week due to a 
continuing lack of interest (Or was it time constraints? – hard to tell from 
the applause this news generated). 

REWIND: MEETING of MAY 4, 2009 

 
Rescheduled appearance:  

Jay Barnes, President, Be-
thel University 
James (Jay) H. Barnes III became the fifth presi-
dent of Bethel University on July 1, 2008.  Barnes 
has been a leader in Christian higher education 
for more than 30 years. Most recently, he has 
served for 13 years as executive vice president 
and provost of the College of Arts & Sciences, 
College of Adult & Professional Studies, and 
Graduate School at Bethel University.   Highlights 
of his talk: 
After he was named President 10 months ago, he 

has faced many challenges, including a major bond financ-
ing downturn, a national financial collapse and a student 
loan crisis. 

Four-year colleges became universities, like Bethel – thus the name 
change. 

They are welcoming new learners to their campus – new adult 
learners whose education is funded in part by their employ-
ers, new ethnic communities, new online students and new 
special needs students. 

Did you know that Minneapolis Public Schools rank 45th of 50 major 
cities in terms of high school graduation rates (only 43.7%)?  
Only one in 10 have a chance to finish college. 

There are 6,350 accredited institutions of higher education in the 
U.S.; 4,200 degree-granting institutions; 15 million college 
students; 11.5 million of which study in public institutions 
and 3.5 million in 2,500 private colleges. 

The advent of for-profit colleges is changing the landscape of higher 
education, with the University of Phoenix the largest in the 
country with 400,000 students and 1,400 core faculty.  
Capella University is locally-based and growing fast as well. 

There are 900 religious affiliate schools, serving 1.5 million.  There 
are 225 Catholic schools, 100 Bible, 250 Seminary and 105 
Council of Christian Colleges, like Bethel.  Bethel is a mem-
ber of the MIAC (Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
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ence).  The MIAC serves 19% of the 
college students in the state, grants 1/3 
of all degrees and takes only a 2% 
share of the state’s higher education 
budget. 

Graduation rates for private schools in four 
years is at 65%, compared to just 33% 
at the U of M. 

Bethel has a beautiful campus in Arden Hills, 
founded in 1871 by Swedish pioneers.  
It has 6,300 students today, 2,800 of 
whom are in the college of arts and 
sciences.  Bethel offers 60 majors, the 
largest of which is business.   Over 400 
are enrolled in its growing MBA pro-
gram (with a new building rising at 494 
and 100). It also has a great nursing 
program. 

Bethel Seminary is among the top 10 in the 
U.S. with 1,200 students.  Bethel oper-
ates its budget of more than $110 mil-
lion per year more with funds from tui-
tion than endowments.   

Did you know our current club president Paul 
Bierhaus is a Bethel grad, as is his 
wife, Donna and two daughters?  Did 
you also know that Denny Morrow was 
a prominent member of its faculty for 
many years?  Did you also know in-
coming president, Pastor David Landt, 
is a graduate of a Master’s program at 
Bethel? 

Thanks Denny for arranging this informative 
program. 

 

E-ROTATLER NEWS & NOTES 
 

 
 
CHILDREN FIRST ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL IS MAY 17TH 

The 16th annual Children First Ice Cream Social is 
Sunday, May 17, 2-5 p.m. at Wolfe Park, 3700 Mon-
terey Drive, St. Louis Park. The event includes 
FREE Sebastian Joe’s ice cream cones and kosher 
ice cream cones courtesy of Byerly’s. The day of  
family fun includes entertainment, a moonwalk, face 
painting, craft activities and exhibits by local organi-
zations.  The amphitheater stage will feature the 
following entertainment: 
 
2:00  Cedar Manor Youth Choirs under the direction of 
Mary Ebanks 
2:20 Wolfgang & Edie Olfstedal, solo & duet cello per-
formances 
2:40 Presentation of 40 Assets Artwork 
3:15 Half Demon Dolls, Senior High girl rock band 
4:15  St. Louis Park High School Jazz Band under the 
direction of Mark Tremmel 
 
Featured this year are 40 paintings created by 40 
organizations, each depicting one of the 40 develop-
mental assets that are the basis for Children First.  
The paintings will appear during a gallery show in 
the Wolfe Park Pavilion. The paintings are being 
made into a poster that will be available at the 
event.  Four Girl Scouts working toward their Silver 
Award coordinated the project.  The Funding for this 
project was provided by a grant from the St. Louis 
Park Arts and Culture Grant Program, a collabora-
tive partnership of the City of St. Louis Park, the St. 
Louis Park Friends of the Arts and the St. Louis 
Park Community Foundation.  St. Louis Park Rotary 
was one of the 40 participating organizations. 
 
Asset #28: Integrity, Breck Fleeson 
Breck Fleeson is a member of Rotary and the owner 
the precious metal dealer, Park Coin, a St. Louis 
Park business for 37 years.  He is also a metal 
sculptor. Breck drew inspiration from other Rotari-
ans to create this painting which ties into several 
concepts that lead to integrity including Rotary’s four 
way test: Is it the truth?  Is it fair to all concerned?  
Will it build goodwill and better friendships? Will it 
beneficial to all concerned?  The Rotary Club 
launched the Children First initiative. 
 

DATES AND HOSTS NEEDED 
FOR PROGRESSIVE 
REPEAT NOTICE: Fellow St. Louis Park Rotarians, 
it's time to start planning for our 2009 Progressive 
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Dinner. As you know, last year was a smashing 
success, and this year is going to be even bigger 
and more fun!  We're looking at a June/July time 
frame.  Please respond to these two questions: 
1. If the date, time, and logistics work out 
(transportation, etc.), would you be interested in 
participating or not?  
2. If you are interested in participating, are there 
dates you know for sure that will not work for you 
at this point?  
Please email your quick answer to these two 
questions ASAP to Jay Rasmussen at jrasmus-
sen@jobsmn.com.  Please help me get this thing 
on the calendar. Thanks!  Jay Rasmussen, Vice 
President and Social Director 
 
COMMITTEES FORMING FAST 
FOR 2009 GALA 
Hello fellow Rotarians.  As I mentioned at a recent 
club meeting, the committees for this year's Gala 
are being formed and this is your opportunity to 
choose which committee you would like to work 
on.  The event is being held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 8th at the Double Tree Park Place Ho-
tel.  Please see the list below and let me know 
which committee/committees you would like to be 
on as every member is expected to partici-
pate.  With the participation of the entire club this 
will be a fun, productive event and no doubt a tre-
mendous success as well!   Thanks for your 
prompt response and your help with our club’s pri-
mary and important fund-raiser for the entire year!  
Overall chair, Nick Lampi 
 
Committees:  
Program Setup, Entertainment and Decor -  
Marketing - Rod Shilkrot, Chair 
Silent Auction -  
Sales and Sponsorship - Elmer Schindel, Chair 
Financial - Lynette Fagerberg, member 
Volunteer Coordination -  
 
 

STRETCH DRIVE UNDERWAY: 
TRF ANNUAL GIVING CAM-
PAIGN 2009 
This is a reminder that if you have not made your 
donation to the St. Louis Park Foundation and the 
Rotary International Foundation, please consider 

doing so in the near future.  The goal is for a $200 
donation to each foundation, but any amount that 
works for you and your family will be ac-
cepted.  Please contact me with any questions or 
to make your contributions.   Here is where we 
stand so far: As a District, we have given 
$374,262 as of March 31st.  The collective club 
goals set by club Presidents was approximately 
$724,000, which means we are about 52% to 
goal.   
  

Nick Lampi; (952) 935-0782 
 

Checks can be sent to: 
Edward Jones Investments 

Attn: Nick Lampi 
8001 Highway 7; Ste 400 

St. Louis Park, MN  55426  
 

 

AREA CLUBS IN THE NEWS 

 
YOU CAN BE PART OF HIS-
TORY IN EDINA ON MAY 17TH  
How many of us get an opportunity to do some-
thing that has never been done before?  Well now 
you have a chance!  On May 17th a World Record 
for the Largest Bike Parade  is going to be set at 
Lake Cornelia in Edina.  We need 3,000 riders to 
cover the 2 mile route, single file without any large 
gaps between bikers.  Here are some details 
about the record setting event: 
  
Date:    Sunday May 17th 
Time:   10:00 am – 2:00 pm     
Cost:    Just $5 to ride, raise $25 and get a free World 
Record Setting T-Shirt  
Why:    Build community by promoting the healthy 
benefits of safe biking. 
Star Power:     
Greg LeMond, 3-time Tour de France winner is going 
to lead the Bike Parade 
Proceeds:       Are going to local food shelves and pur-
chase bike racks 
To register:    www.edinabikeparade.com 
  
This promises to be a fun day for families to do 
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something that you will talk about forever. Steve 
May; www.edinabikeparade.com; 612-850-5027 
 
HOPKINS SCOTCH & CIGAR 
TOUR IS MAY 16TH 
Sponsored by:   Hopkins Rotary, Hopkins Elks, & 
Hopkins Lions.  Scotch sampling is great fun and 
if you have never done this please join us.  You 
will be amazed at the unique quality and variety of 
the Scotch’s served.  There will be nine high-
quality single malt scotches.  (You get a small 
taste of each)  They call it a flight and you will use  
a passport to get your samples.  This is not a 
power drinking event, but an event to test your 
taste on some fine scotches.  
 
Appetizers: There is nothing like a good scotch 
and a taste of good cheese or sausage.  We’ll 
have complimentary sausage, jerky, cheeses and 
crackers as well as dessert items, as well as com-
plimentary coffee and juice.  The Elks will also 
have appetizers for sale. 
 
NO SMOKING – in the Elks Lodge 
For those that want a smoke-free environment, 
rest assured the lodge is and will remain smoke 
free.  There will be scotch sampling tables with all 
nine Scotches inside and outside.  Time of the 
event is 6:30 to 9 p.m.  Tim Dillon, 612-280-2236, 
timothy.dillon@gmail.com 

 
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
MAY 16, 2009 – DISTRICT ASSEMBLY: Gather 
at Normandale Community College for this annual 
assembly; located in Bloomington; meeting is tar-
geted for all AGs/District Leadership, Club Presi-
dents, Club Leaders, all Club Board members and 
all District 5950 Rotarians).  
 
SEPT. 25, 2009 – FALL TRAINING DAY  2009: 
Golden Valley Country Club; Golden Valley 
(Includes AGs/District Leadership, Club Presi-
dents, Club Leaders, and all District 5950 Rotari-
ans)  
 

Club  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JAN. 23, 2010 – MID-TERM ASSEMBLY: St. 
Cloud (Includes AGs/District Leadership, Presi-
dents, Club Leaders, and all District 5950 Rotari-
ans)  
 
MAY 13-15, 2010 – DISTRICT CONFERENCE: 
Westin Hotel; Edina (Includes AGs/District Lead-
ership, Club Presidents, Club Leaders, and all 
District 5950 Rotarians)  
 
CLUB OFF-SITE MEETING IDEAS?  Allan Acker-
man, Vocational Service Director, encourages more site 
visits as regular meetings, away from the Double Tree.  
Contact Ackerman at aackerman@lupient.com if you 
are interested in hosting the club off-site.   
 

SLP ROTARY HAS A  
NEWLY- DESIGNED WEB SITE 
Newly designed club Web Site:  

www.RotarySLP.org  password: parkrotary 
 
Designed by: Steve Solbrack, coordinated with 

Tim Dillon, Risdall Advertising 
Modeled after: Hopkins Rotary site 
Demonstration of new site: coming to a Mon-

day meeting soon 
Password for access to Member Only Sec-

tion (currently under construction): Park-
Rotary (all one word; no Login name re-
quired). 

New Webmaster/administrator for the club: 
Jeremiah Tanner (send all old SLP Rotary 
photos to Jeremiah for posting on the new 
site). 


